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the northern edge of the wood. The action was to show
its tactical importance. This gully is, almost from its
origin, 30 to 45 feet deep, and about as wide, with very
steep sides. It creates an obstacle for infantry move-
ments. That part of the ravine which touches the out-
skirts of the wood provides a good shelter for infantry,
which can find there an excellent field of fire over the
slope before them, facing the Skalitz road. The south-
western edge of the wood is straggling and not clearly
determined,

Wenzelsberg possesses, at its two north-eastern and
south-western ends, two solid buildings, the evangelical
chapel and the church of Wenzelsberg.

The evangelical chapel provides a very good " point
d'appui" facing Meierhof, with a good glacis towards
that village, which it dominates by about 150 feet. The
whole position includes the chapel and its surrounding
walls. It has, however, alongside of it two hollow roads
which supply excellent cover for an approaching assailant*
It is a position easy to fortify with field tools.

From this point, to the right and to the left, run
a number of orchards which border Wenzelsberg; a
poor village, with small houses, more especially in the
southern part. Houses become more numerous in the
northern part, also better grouped and more important;
the gardens provide goed observation.

The church of Wenzelsberg is a strong building, with-
out any opening on Branka, with an opening on Wenzels-
berg, a few windows right and left. In order to turn it
into a good redoubt, a few improvements were wanted,
in the church itself and in the main wall.

Between Wenzelsberg and the forester's house, one
also finds a great ravine which is in itself an absolute
obstacle for artillery, cavalry and infantry marching under
fire* It is more practicable at its two extremities* It
provides an opening and a means of approach for small
detachments.

The forester's house is a strong house, but without a
surrounding wall, little fit for defensive purposes, easy
to approach owing to the shelter an assailant would find
up to the very entrance of the house.

The small triangular wood, east of the evangelical
church* has no tactical value. It has no observation*
It is a mass of young thickets*